Eastern Japan Disaster Volume 4
July 1, 2011
J-VIPA (Japan Volunteer-In-Parks Association)

Date: 06/24/2011 — 06/26/2011 (2 nights 3 days)

Location: Ishinomaki City & Higashi Matsuyama City, Miyagi Prefecture

Participant: 14 total include 8 J-VIPA members

Transportation: 3 private vehicles

Lodging: sleeping bag at Minami Sakai Community Hall in Ishinomaki City

Itinerary:

June 24: Left Tokyo at 8:00 pm. Arrived at Ishimaki City at 2:30 am and spent a night at Minami Sakai

Community Hall.

June 25: Got up at 6:30 am and had breakfast. Participated in the NPO meeting at 7:00 am. Arrived at

Minato Junior High by 8:30 am. Divided into 3 groups. 3 of the members went to cook meals. 3
of the members went to clean Marine Processed Factory. 8 of us went to clear debris. Had lunch
at Minato Restaurant. Finished working by 4:00 pm. Went to inspect Onagawa Town at 5:00 pm.
Took a bath at 6:00 pm which run by the Japanese Self Defense. Had dinner at 7:00 pm. Went
back to the hall by 10:00 pm and enjoyed some social gathering. Went to bed by 11:30 pm.

June 26: Got up at 6:30 am and participated in the NPO meeting. Made three flower arrangements. Left

there by 8:30 am and visited 3 locations; Okawa Elementary School, Nagazuraura, and Higashi
Matsuyama City; to donate flowers to heal their souls for the people who lost the loved ones as
well as who lost their lives. Left Higashi Matsuyama City by 11:30 am, had some lunch and
arrived Tokyo by 6:00 pm.

Expenses: High Way Toll 34,010 yen, Gas 47,253 yen, Food 1,000 yen; total 82,263 yen (accumulation

257,863 yen) paid by Eatonville Donation Account in USA

Special Note:

Minami Sakai Community Hall locates near Life Center which runs by NPO that are the main
groups for recovery disaster. If you contact them before, they’ll provide the space for sleeping
bags. Lodging fee for this place is all donation bases. There are electricity, water, gas,
refrigerator, and toilet facility available.

We participated in volunteer activities without register through Ishinomaki Volunteer Center.
We all paid our own money to register for volunteer insurance.

We served 200 deserts (Japanese sweets and cherries) which were all donated by Waseda
University faculty and staff from the School of International Liberal Studies.

By June, some fresh seafood started showing up as meals and today’s main menu was a grilled
mackerel. Heard they were served some saury and clams. There are so many elderly people
have been at this evacuation center, so they all really enjoyed some Japanese sweets. Due to the
distribution problem, cherries were delivered next day.

The marine processed factory is a small, family oriented factory. We cleaned the walls, ceilings,
and equipments. It is very important to help out small business for our recovery.

We cleaned debris the road in front of Minato Junior High School. It’s about 80 m (262 ft)
length and worth of 250 debris bags. 4 members of “Nikoniko Group” from Niigata Prefecture
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also joined us. We got out of the debris bag and needed to get additional bags at Ishinomaki
Senshu University.

e Per one of our member’s suggestion, we decided to donate flowers to heal their soul. Some fresh
flowers were donated by “Sensibility General Institute”, we made some flower arrangement and
brought to 3 different locations. All these flowers were floated into rivers and creeks and we prayed
their peace.
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