Eastern Japan Disaster Volume #2
As of June 2, 2011
J-VIPA (Japan Volunteers In Parks Association)

Date: May 27, 2011 — May 29, 2011 (2 nights, 3 days)

Location: Watari Cho in Miyagi Prefecture

Participants: 7 totals (include 6 J-VIPA members)

Transportation: 3 personal vehicles

Lodging: 2 J-VIPA owned tents in the playground in Watari Cho

Volunteer Activities:

May 27: 4 members gathered at Takadanobaba in Tokyo at 8:00 pm. Arrived in Watari

Cho at 3:00 am. Set up the tents. 3 participants also joined early in the morning.

May 28: Breakfast at 7:30 am. Registered at a volunteer center at 8:30 am. Debris cleaned
up at Arahama area from 10:30 am — 3:30 pm. Returned to volunteer center by
4:00, returned some borrowed equipment, and reported the activities. Inspected
around Arahama area by 5:00 pm. Took a bath at 6:00 pm, ran by Self-Defense
Force. Dinner at 7:00 pm. Meeting at 8:00 pm. Went to bed by 10:00 pm.

May 29: Was reported in the morning by volunteer staffs that there’s no work due to the
heavy rain falls. After breakfast, wrapped up the tents and headed toward
Nakaminato in Ibaraki Prefecture. After inspected the area, had lunch at 1:30 pm.

Left area and headed home in Tokyo.
Expenses: Highway Toll + gas; 37,521 yen, Supplies; 38,461 yen; Total of 75,982 yen
(accumulated amount of 111,598 yen) using

*Used money from donation account at Key Bank in Eatonville, WA, USA.

Special Notes:



Watari Cho Volunteer Center is located in the gymnastics.

Volunteer Center starts accepting registration at 8:30 am. Everybody has to purchase
the volunteer insurance (recommend purchasing in Tokyo due to reduce the cost of
local community: they pay for the volunteer insurance). The way to distribute the
work is call out the project information and whoever interests that particular job,
they’ll raise their hands. If we hesitate to raise hands, we may not be involved in a job.
We have to make a quick decision considering locations, job analysis, as well as
transportation availabilities. If we didn’t raise our hands by the last call, we might
have not had any work in the morning. The total volunteer number of the day was 759
members.

The priority person who gets a job is who has transportation that can carry wheel
barrels. Many volunteers came to work by train, which means they didn’t have a
transportation to do the job.

The activity was done by the joint efforts of J-VIPA and Bibles for Japan (NPO from
USA). Total of 18 members worked together by the lead of J-VIPA member and the
translation by the Bibles for Japan member.

Before start working, we all receive the job summary and radio as well as equipments.
The work location was called Arahama area where the Tsunami damaged was
extremely high.

The houses that were destroyed had 3 types of flags handing. Red means the houses
are threaten to get crushed. Therefore, those houses are planned to destroy. Red
means the houses are threaten to get crushed, but plan to keep. Green means there’s
no threaten to get crushed. The only houses the volunteers are allowed to work are
yellow and green houses.

The work was requested by Arahma residences (houses that hold 14 families). The
main job was mud clean up for the ditches (70m x 2 sides = 230 feet x 2 sides). The lids
were extremely heavy, so we needed to use pry bars to lift, then manpower to move to
the side. After scooping the mud, we carried those to the piles using wheel barrels. We
worked very hard and we could have completed all the cleaning requested by the local
residence. Lesson learned: need to bring many more bamboo brooms.

There are no bathroom facilities. We used the local convenience stores. There’s still no
power in this area. Residents were using the generators in order to boil the water.
During the lunch break, we introduced each other in English and enjoyed the cultural

exchanges (thoughts and ideas).



Some of the local residents also helped us cleaning mud. They also served some tea at
lunch and showed the appreciation of our hard work. At the end of the activities, we
got together and took a group photo.

There are very limited tents spaces in the playground (only a small lawn section by
the parking lot). Heard later that there is another park nearby is designated for the
tent spaces for volunteers.

By 7:00 in the morning, the volunteer staffs told us for the cancellation due to the
weather.

There were free in charge of hot tub service run by Self-Defense Force. Volunteer
members are also allowed to use this service.

Dropping some money is also another way to contribute for the recovery. Therefore,
we used a local restaurant for dinner.

Local grocery stores are open in regular hours. We purchased some night snacks and
breakfast there.

Abukuma River area was completely destroyed by the disaster. There are no longer
residences allowed this area. Torinoumi area is designated for the collection site for
debris. There are huge piles of debris that you can see.

To inspect the damage of Ibaraki pref. we headed for Nakaminato in Hitachinaka City.
This area is famous for fish market, but Tsunami wave hit almost to the second floor.

Some stores and restaurants are already fixed and started the business, but suffering

the lack of numbers of tourists.
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