Eastern Japan Disaster Volunteer Report — Volume 1
As of May 14, 2011
J-VIPA (Japan Volunteers In Parks Association)

Dates: April 30, 2011 — May 5, 2011 (4 nights 6 days)

Location: Ishinomaki City in Miyagi Prefecture & Minami-Soma City in Fukushima

Prefecture

Participants: 8 total members, including 6 J-VIPA members

Transportation: 2 personal vehicles

Lodging: 2 personal tents pitched at the playground in Ishinomaki Senshu University

Ttinerary:

April 30: Met at Takadanobaba Station in Tokyo at 6:00 pm. Drove on Tohoku Express
Way and arrived at Ishinomaki City around 1:30 am, pitched tents in the
playground.

May 1: Register at Ishinomaki Disaster Volunteer Center. Cleaned up debris at
Myojinsha Shrine in the morning. Dish washing for displaced people at a

shelter lunch time. Debris clean up at the same shrine in the afternoon.

May 2: Debris clean up for the personal house in front of the Myojinsha in the morning.
Dish washing at lunch. Debris clean up at the Myojinsha in the afternoon. In
the evening one of the members moved to Minami Soma City. Another member

went home in Tokyo.

May 3: Two of the members inspected Onagawa Town in the morning. A new member
came to join. Debris clean up at the Myojinsha in the morning. Dish washing at
lunch. 2 of the members went home and stuck in the heavy traffic.

Three of the members provided kids program: treasure hunting game at
Watanoha Elementary School which is another shelter. Dish washing at lunch.
Went back to school and played sports and music with kids.

One of the members helped kitchen at a shelter in Hara Machi Daiichi
Elementary School in the morning, and helped kitchen at the Kashima Health



Center in the afternoon, both in Minami Soma City.

May 4: Four members inspected Onagawa Town and cleaned up at Watanoha
Elementary School in the morning. Joined the kids soccer game.
Folded tents and headed to Tokyo at 14:00, stuck in the heavy traffic.
One of the members distributed sweets at Hara Machi Daiichi Elementary
School in the morning. Played music at Haramachi Junior High School in the

afternoon. Headed home in Tokyo.

May 5: Arrived in Tokyo around 1:00 am. Two of the members could not get home and

stayed overnight in an office in Tokyo.

Expenses: Highway Fee 8,710 yen. Gas 22,869 yen. Supplies 4,037 yen. Total 35,616 yen.
*Used money from donation account at Key Bank in Eatonville, WA, USA.

Special Notes:

During the Golden Week Holiday Season, the volunteer center won’t accept new
volunteers from outside the prefecture, so they have signed up as existing volunteer
group such as Waseda University Volunteer Center. Earth Day Japan, NPO, was a lead
group who worked with J-VIPA and we served mainly at Myojinsha Shrine, Watannoha
Elementary School, and Minato Junior High School, all in Ishinomaki City.

Every morning, we joined the NPO meeting at a community center near Ishinomaki
Senshu University at 7:00 am.

Every night, there are staff meeting at a volunteer center located in Ishinomaki Senshu
University at 7:00 pm.

We worked with Kamakura City in Kanagawa Prefecture Fire Fighter Department
staffs as well as Nishi Akashi High School students in Hyogo Prefecture at Myojinsha
Shrine.

Minato Junior High School is a designated evacuation shelter and they serve about 500
lunches a day and we helped dish washing at lunch break.

We worked with JICA and Musashi Art University students at Watanoha Elementary
School.

Our meals were combination of self cooking and served foods.

Debris clean up at Myojinsha made us fishy smell, since there were tons of dead fish
among the debris.

Some grocery stores in the city operate normally, so we could purchase whatever supply

we needed.



The reports said that there were more than 3,000 volunteers came to Ishinomaki City
during this Golden Week Holiday Season.

Japanese Self Defense made a decision of reducing the number of staffs for cleaning up.
This also means they supply less foods or supplies.

Onagawa Town, next to Ishinomaki City was completely destroyed due to the Tsunami
waves reached the 4 story buildings.

On May 1, we saw one of the boxing champions, Mr. Motoki Sasaki, was doing some
volunteer work at Minato Junior High School.

We all got fishy smell on the first day, so we purchased air fresher.

The night falls were extremely chilly, so we also purchased mattresses.

On May 2, when we went back to the university, our tents were blown off due to the high
wind. Hot foot bath service was provided and we took an opportunity to wash our hair.
Heard there are fee operated bath service provided by Self Defense, but couldn’t find it.
Dinner was served one time by a certain NPO. Next day we expected another meal but
no service were provided anymore.

On May 3, there were free teeth counseling service and one member got free treatment.
One of our members accidently took the cooking tools and went home, so we used a
broken kohhel to cook rice for dinner. Some NPO started arguing about using the
generators in our tent sites. One NPO insisted donating the generators for the displaced
people.

On May 4, there was a small but deep argument between 1 kid and 1 mother about
soccer, and extended the argument spread through the evacuation shelter. We can
understand the stress levels of evacuees are extremely high.

Express Way was extremely high volume of the traffic and we took 11 hours to get back
to Tokyo, normally 6 hours.

On May 5, there was a festival held at Myojinsha Shrine and about 2,000 participants
gathered.

There are quite a long way ahead to restore the damaged areas.

We are considering keeping going back some other time.

End
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Kitchen serve at Minato Junior High Lunch served at the shelter
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Kids program in Watanoha Ele. Sch

Tent sites at Ishinomaki Senshu Univ.

Near Onagawa Town Hall

Tsunami attacked 4tt floor of buildings.
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